
COMPOSITION I

(English 1540)

Instructor:  Mrs. June Dale

                                     
       Office: DeBart. Rm. 236 English Dept.  

Phone:  941-3415 (secretary)


             
       Office Hrs:  Refer to On-line Syllabus.

Home:  724-981-3871
              



       E-mail: 3-dees@verizon.net


On-line syllabus:  http://www.cc.ysu.edu/~kjdale/                               

Prerequisite:  Placement from the Composition and Reading Placement Test.  Students may not withdraw from English 1540 unless they withdraw from the university.

Texts and Materials:

1. Eschholz, Paul and Alfred Rosa.  Outlooks and Insights:  A Reader for   

College Writers.  4th ed.   New York:  St. Martin’s Press, 1995.

2.     Aaron, Jane E.  The Little Brown Compact Handbook.  6th ed.  New York:  Longman, 2007.

3.     A good dictionary

4. A loose leaf notebook for all writing assignments, handouts, quizzes, and journals 
5. 1540 Course Material - June Dale (available in Kilcawley Bookstore)

6. Pocket folder or notebk.  for Course Material documents

7.    Pocket folder for the final portfolio

8.    At least two 3 ½ high density disks (preformatted for IBM) or a flashdrive.  Also consider  

       buying a small plastic carrying case for your disks.

9.   Maag Library Closed Reserve:   The Dale Packet is reserved under my name.  The Little  

      Brown Compact Handbook and Outlooks and Insights are listed under English dept.  

      Texbooks on Closed Reserve.
Reading Assignments:


Reading assignments will be made from  Outlooks and Insights, the  Handbook,  and the Course Material.  You are expected to complete readings prior to the class periods for which they are assigned.  You should read critically and be able to discuss the readings in class and in small groups.  Always bring your texts and handouts to class for referral during discussions and in-class writing assignments.

Writing Assignments:

All 1540 students are expected to compose approximately 3000 words during the term.  You will do both in-class and out-of-class writing, graded and ungraded, and prewriting and rewriting. Most writing assignments will be based on your reaction to the reading assignments.  In this class you will write three out-of-class papers and a final in-class essay during the last week of class. You will also learn Microsoft Word during the term.  You should expect to spend at least six hours every week on homework for this course.

Most course work and ALL final drafts should be composed on a word processor.  In addition, all assignments must be turned in at the beginning of the class on the appropriate due date.  Late papers will not be accepted except under extreme circumstances and with my prior approval.  All papers must be turned in to me.  PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE PAPERS IN MY MAILBOX OR WITH THE DEPT. SECRETARY.


When turning in papers, you must include the drafts, peer evaluations, my comment sheet regarding revisions, plus the final copy.  In order to receive full credit for assignments, you must meet due dates for working and final drafts.   A due date for a draft is as important as a due date for the final copy.  Refer to the ASTech files for specific writing assignments and due dates.        

ALL GRADED WRITING SHOULD BE KEPT AND HANDED IN AT THE END OF THE TERM. 
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Journal:

Each student will write a weekly journal which will be handed in every Tuesday.  Journal entries will be at least one paragraph in length (approx. 75-100 words) and will discuss assigned topics.  I expect you to be fully engaged with the topic.  Your paper should be unified and coherent.

Attendance:

You are responsible for everything that is covered in every class period.  If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to obtain notes from a fellow class member and/or contact me.  There will be no make up of class work except for an excused absence.   Since EACH of you is an important force in the classroom dynamic, your presence for peer response and discussion sessions is essential.   A formal record of attendance will be kept.  As stated earlier, no late papers will be accepted without my permission (asked for and given in advance).  Please note that simply phoning the secretary or leaving a note in my mailbox in NOT a substitute for speaking with me and receiving permission to hand in late papers.


I expect you to attend and be fully engaged  in the computer lab classes.  To ensure full credit for lab sessions, please come prepared to work.  This means you must have your diskettes with you and have homework assignments completed. This lab time is provided for you to work on your papers under the guidance of your instructor.  It is important that I see your work in progress.  This is not a correspondence course.  Full credit for an assignment may be withheld if I don’t see you working on it during the scheduled labs.   If you are unfamiliar with computers and are really anxious, try to relax.  Textbook aids and individualized help are available. 

Conferences:

I will meet with each student periodically to review work in progress and to discuss graded assignments.  Attendance and preparation of material for these meetings and for in-class peer review is required and is part of your assignment grade.

Student Self Evaluation:

You will be asked to identify one or two target goals before you begin many of your assignments.  After you have completed the assigned task, you will evaluate your own work.  In the final portfolio, you will also provide a detailed summary of the revisions made to each major assignment. 

Portfolio:

You will keep ALL of the writing you produce during the term and ALL instructor and student

comments.  For each graded assignment, you will compile a file that includes prewriting, working drafts, instructor and peer comments, the final draft, and a self evaluation of your paper.  At the end of the term, you will neatly organize and turn in this file of your work.
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Instructor Evaluation:

Most written assignments will be read by me; some will be read by your classmates.  Assignments submitted to me will be commented on, but not all will be graded. You will be expected to revise and edit much of your written work.  You may also be asked to submit rough drafts and outlines of your papers in addition to the final drafts.  You must meet due dates for these outlines and rough drafts in order to receive full credit for the assignment.  Passing papers should be unified and coherent and should contain few, if any, serious errors such as sentence fragments, comma splices, agreement errors, wordy structures, etc.


An average of C or better on graded assignments is required to receive credit for this course.  Your grade will be determined according to the following scale:



Portfolio of out-of-class papers


70 %



(2 essays,  1journal, 3critiques)


Class work, quizzes, journals


15 %



Final exam








( in-class essay)




15 %









100 %

Letter Grade Criteria:

The  C  paper meets the minimum acceptable standards of content development, organization, and stylistic concerns.  The sentence level errors (word choice, grammar, punctuation, etc.)  do not prevent the reader from fully comprehending the message of the writer.  The  C  paper addresses the basic requirements of the writing assignment.  It is a satisfactory performance which demonstrates that the writer has progressed through the various stages of the writing process to produce the final draft.  (70% - 79%)
The  B  paper contains all of the above criteria as well as the following.  This paper is well-developed, well-organized, and contains few if any stylistic errors.  It is interesting and demonstrates creativity.  Its writer is aware of purpose and audience and successfully analyzes and discusses issues surrounding the focus of the paper.  (80% - 89%)
The  A  paper contains all of the above criteria as well as the following.  This paper is not only interesting and creative, it is original or unique in some way.  Its writer skillfully analyzes and synthesizes information offering an extended discussion of concepts and issues.  Exceptional style, content, and organization work together to make this paper outstanding.   (90% - 100%)
NOTE:  Please refer to the departmental syllabus for the University’s policy on plagiarism, grade of incomplete, and Americans with Disabilities Act.
F.Y.I.:
I will be available for appointments in addition to the scheduled office hours.  If you have another class during my office hours, don’t hesitate to make an appointment for an alternate time.  In addition, you may also phone or e-mail me at home to ask questions about papers in-progress.   I hope you enjoy this composition experience.  

