Youngstown State University Composition Program

	ENGLISH 1551: Writing 2
CRN:    21688

Lab:       T    9:30 – 10:45    DeBartolo  B45 

Class:    Th  9:30 – 10:45    DeBartolo 262

On-line syllabus: < http://people.ysu.edu/~kjdale>      

                   
	Instructor:   Mrs. June Dale
Office Hours:  T Th 8:00 – 9:15 & by appt.

Office Phone:  941-3415 (secretary)
Home:  724-981-3871

E-mail:  <kjdale@ysu.edu>





Course Description 
(from the Undergraduate Bulletin)
Practice in writing with emphasis on the process of investigation: exploration of topics, formulation of tentative theses, collection of data from suitable primary and secondary sources, and clear and appropriate presentation of the results of these inquiries. Students divide their time between regular classrooms and computer classrooms, where they have the opportunity to perform research on the World Wide Web. Open to students based upon successful completion of Writing 1 (ENGL 1550).Writing 2 is a General Education requirement.3 s.h.  


Learning Outcomes 

Upon successful completion of Writing 1, students should be able to

1. Comprehend, discuss, and critically analyze assigned readings.

2. Produce credible, authoritative, and appropriatelyresearched anddocumented arguments by

· developing and organizing the components of argumentative essays (e.g., claims, evidence).

· writing in a way that meets the demands of specific audiences (e.g., by considering counter-arguments).

· incorporating both instructor and peer feedback in the revision process.

· usingAPAstyle and knowing where to find guidance for that style.

· producing final drafts of written arguments that display a minimum of grammatical and mechanical 
 errors.

3. Access and use a variety of learning tools and technologies, such as

· articles, books and other materials at Maag library, including electronic sources from a variety of online databases.

· email, the Internet, Blackboard, and word processors (e.g., Microsoft Word).


English Department Guidelines for Writing 2
To access the English Department’s official guidelines for English 1551, visit the Composition Program web page at: http://web.ysu.edu/gen/class/Composition_General_Syllabi_p182.html

Required Texts and Materials

· Easy Writer, 5th ed. (Lunsford)

· 1551 Course Materials - June Dale (Available in Kilcawley bookstore)

· Maag Library Closed Reserve:  The 1551 Course Materials Packet is reserved under my name.  Easy Writer is listed under English dept. textbooks /Dr. Guy Shebat.  Also some course material is stored in the closed reserve digital files listed under my name.

Course Requirements
1.    Major Assignments 

· MA 1:  Argumenative Essay without Sources (1000-1200 words)   [20%]
Using an approved topic and no sources, students will structure an argument which includes a strong claim, creative introduction/conclusion, sufficient body reasons/evidence, primary opposing views/ refutation , and clear organization.  

· MA 2:  Short, Research-based Argumentative Essay (1000-1200 words)   [20%] 
The goal in this assignment is to compose a short  preliminary draft of your final argumentative research paper. Your argument will be directed to a specific audience, use established argumentative essay format, contain supporting evidence from 4-5 acceptable sources, and employ APA documentation style.

· MA3:  Research-based Conferences    [20%]

You will be required to attend two individual conferences.  Students will complete conference assignments related to various search strategies, comprehension of authoritative research articles, your overall understanding of your approved research topic, and knowledge of APA documentation.

· MA4:  Extended, Research-based Argumentative Essay  (2000-3000 words)   [25%] 
Students will use previous previous research-based assignments and  instructor feedback to construct an extended argumentative essay.  You will be expected to use APA documentation and a minimum of 7 authoritative sources which support your claim.  You must receive a passing grade on the research paper, regardless of your other grades, in order to receive credit for this course.
2. Other Assignments

· Course Work   [15%]
Students will complete various reading and shorter writing assignments related to research strategies and APA documentation.  Some assignments will be out-of-class and some will be in-class computer work.  The total number of points in this section is 200.

· Final Exam  [optional  10%]
If students choose to complete the final exam, the grades for MA 1 and MA 2 will be reduced to 15% each.  The final exam is an in-class documented argumentative essay based on seven closed reserve essays (accessed via Maag Library digital reserves).

Calculation of Final Grades
Grades will be assigned using a simple percentage scale:  A = 90-100%; B = 80-89%; C = 70-79%; NC = 0-69%

Attendance and Missed Work Policy

Attendance
Attendance is mandatory in Writing 2, and students should make every attempt to attend class regularly. Failure to maintain regular attendance could result in a student not completing Writing 2 with a passing grade.

· Specifically, when a student’s absences total approximately 30% of class sessions (9 absences for classes that meet twice a week, or 13 absences for classes that meet three times a week), the student must meet with his/her instructor (and, if necessary, with a Composition Program Coordinator) to determine whether it remains possible for the student to complete Writing 2. 

· For the purposes of computing overall attendance, no distinction is made between excused and unexcused absences. 


Missed Work
For the purposes of missed in-class work, the distinction between excused and unexcused absences comes into play. The University explains what qualifies as an excused absence in the Undergraduate Bulletin (see the section titled “Absence from Classes and Examinations” in the Grading System section of the e-bulletin, or see pp. 43-44 of the print bulletin).

· Unexcused Absence: A student who misses a class due to an unexcused absence cannot make up the work from that class. 

· Excused Absence: A student who misses a class due to a documented excused absence may make up the work from that class. In general, the work should be made up no later than one week after the missed class. 

· Note that a documented excused absence does not excuse a student from meeting announced deadlines for major assignments (except in the case of circumstances deemed unusual or exceptional by the instructor).

Deadlines Policy
Rough drafts and final drafts of major assignments are due in class on their assigned dates.  A rough or final draft not turned in at the specified time will be considered late. A late rough draft results in a penalty equal to 20% of the major assignment’s value.   A late final draft results in a penalty of 10% of the assignment’s value for each day the final draft is late.  (You may be asked to e-mail me your draft on a day the class does not meet.)  Final drafts more than five business days late will not be accepted, and the grade for the assignment will be zero.

Students who feel extenuating circumstances prevent them from meeting a deadline must contract me at least 24 hours in advance of the deadline and request permission for a late submission. I shall determine whether the extenuating circumstances warrant a late submission with no penalty.

Note: To get credit for a Major Assignment, students must complete all assigned drafts of that assignment. 

Revision Policy
You may revise the first major assignment (argument w/o sources), but only if you submit both the peer review and final draft on time. The revision for this assignment will be due on a specific, assigned date. To get credit for a revision, you must submit the revised final draft, the original graded final draft (in print form, with my feedback), the instructor evaluation sheet, and a word-processed "revision statement" (approx. 100 words) that explains the changes you made to the original final draft. Note that there is no revision option for the final drafts of Major Assignments 2 and 3.  

Class Conduct

· Manage cell phones responsibly and with courtesy for other members of the class, including the instructor.

· Do not use the lab computers for personal web browsing unless given permission to do so.
· Do not eat or drink in the computer lab.
Academic Dishonesty

All assignments completed in Writing 1 must be the product of the student’s own thought and inquiry.


Plagiarism means presenting words, ideas, or information found in works written by others as if they were your own. Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism, all forms of cheating, as well as receiving inappropriate assistance from others in completing an assignment.


The penalty for plagiarism ranges from failing the assignment to receiving an NC in the course. For more information, please see the YSU Student Code, particularly Articles III and VIII, at http://www.ysu.edu/thecode.pdf
The Writing Center
Students may seek one-on-one or group assistance at the Writing Center by calling (330) 941-3055 or visiting http://ysu.mywconline.comto make an appointment with a Writing Center Consultant.  The Writing Center has hours Monday through Friday whenever classes are in session. Plus, Sunday hours are available in fall and spring semesters. Check out the various Writing Center locations at the Writing Center website: www.ysu.edu/writingcenter
Students with Disabilities

Anyone requiring special adaptations or accommodations should inform the instructor as soon as possible, preferably at the beginning of the semester. In accordance with University procedures, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact the Center for Student Progress Disability Services located at 275 Fifth Avenue(phone: 330-941-1372). Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through Disability Services and provide their instructor with an official letter of accommodation.

